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MR. ECCLESTON: Today is October 10, 2001. 

The time is 6:16 a.m. This is Christopher 

Eccleston of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York conducting an interview with the 

following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank and assigned 
command area of the Fire Department regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

A. My name is Lieutenant Patrick Scaringello, 
assigned to Battalion 49, Bureau of EMS. 

Q. You were assigned to the World Trade Center 
disaster? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Enroute to the alarm, what did you see? 

A. Iwas told to stage at 21 Street and the 59 
Street Bridge. Three of my units were already being 
dispatched across the bridge to respond to the World 
Trade Center, which would have been 49 Victor, 45 Adam 
and 49 Henry. 

Time frame, as far as | put the time frame, | 
can't remember exactly. | don't believe they had 
completely cleared over the bridge when | was told to 
respond with the units from the staging area, which was 


49 Charlie, 46 William, | believe it was William, and 
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49 x-ray, | believe. I'm not too sure right now what 
they were. 

I was mid span at the 59 Street Bridge when | 
looked to my left and | saw the both towers were 
involved midway up. We then proceeded off the bridge 
and | opted against going down the FDR Drive because | 
figured that was going to be backed up with traffic. 

We took the city streets down, local streets, mainly on 
Broadway. Then | believe it was Second Avenue, we 
switched back and forth and | was following two 
unmarked cars. Unmarked law enforcement vehicles. 

We got down to Broadway, where originally we 
were told to stage at Vesey and Church. | couldn't get 
any of my vehicles down Vesey and Church because there 
were numerous vehicles parked there. So I parked them 
on Broadway, | continued down, parked my command car on 
Cortlandt between Broadway and Church. | then reported 
to the triage area at Church and Fulton, where | was 
advised to try to get the units, trying to get things 
as close as we could to that area. 

Then | went back up. | went back up to 
Broadway and advised the units to follow me down to 
Fulton, where | staged at Fulton and Broadway and 


reported down to the triage unit. As I reported back 
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to the triage area, Captain Olszewski had requested 
that | find some more triage tags, to help in triage. 
In doing so | was also helping to evacuate people from 
buildings and they were coming across the street and 
out of the subway. 

| got back to my truck. | got triage tags. 
| went back down to Fulton and Church, whereupon | 
found the Captain. Lt. Davila, Lt. Medjuck were 
elsewhere treating patients. | started to treat 
patients on my own when | heard the explosion from up 
above. | looked up, | saw smoke and flame and then | 
saw the top tower tilt, start to twist and lean. 

With that, there was a massive influx of 
humanity rushing past me. Most of the people had made 
it through the triage area. Some had stumbled and 
fallen. | grabbed them, helped them underneath, and 
behind a police van, whereupon | put my body over them, 
about 4 people that | can remember. We rode out the 
first tower in that location. Once it had lightened 
up, because the smoke and ash had darkened everything 
down, once it had lightened up, | instructed all four 
people to hold my hand. We crossed over on Fulton 
against the wall from Saint Pauls cemetery and | 


instructed them to follow me up to Broadway against, on 
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the sidewalk against the wall. 

Halfway up, someone met us there, | believe 
from the Police Department, | handed them off to them 
and returned back into Fulton and Church. | was 
assisting in pulling more people out from debris, when 
| heard the second tower explode. When | tried to 
evacuate the area, by running up Fulton, got halfway 
up. | couldn't get into any doorway, where | found a 
window that was partially broken, | broke the rest of 
the glass and went through and into the building. 

Found myself in a lobby of sorts, | believe 
it was the Thompson's Financial Building. | entered 
into the lobby. | found approximately 50 people. | 
announced who | was, asked if there was any police 
officers or firemen in the building or in the lobby. | 
had one fireman | identified complaining of a 
laceration to the back of his left leg. There was a 
Port Authority police officer, myself and the police 
officer tried to bandage the fireman's leg as best we 
could, with whatever we could find. | then instructed 
all the people there that -- once the outside cleared 
from the smoke and debris from the second tower, | 
walked them out the door, again holding hands across 


the street. 
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When we got across Broadway, | told them to 
make a left and head north on Broadway. Once all the 
police had evacuated that building, | went back down 
Fulton and again continued to try to find people in the 
rubble. 

Q. Can you just indicate on the map exactly 
where you parked your vehicle or to the best of your 
knowledge when you arrived on the scene? 

A. When | first arrived on the scene, | was 
halfway down Cortlandt Street, reported to the triage 
area, which was in front of the Millennium Hotel. | 
ran down Cortlandt to Church and up Church to the 
Millennium, where they advised me to restage my 
vehicles on Broadway. | went back to my vehicle. Made 
a u-turn on Cortlandt, came up to Broadway, and parked 
it on the corner of Fulton and Broadway and then 
reported back down to the triage area. 

Q. Can you just put a number 1 where you first 
parked your vehicle and number 2 where you moved your 
vehicle to? Do you happen to remember which vehicle 
number this was? 

A. 840. 

Q. 840. Did you ever enter any of the World 


Trade Center buildings prior to their collapse? 
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A. No, never got a chance to. | was involved in 
patient care at the triage area. 

Q. Did you remove any civilians to hospitals or 
just away from the scene? 

A. Just away from the scene. Most of the 
civilians that I did see, did have contact with were 
walking wounded. They were very ambulatory. Most who 
had any sort of injury did not affect them moving away 
from the scene. 

Q. You had told me when you were traveling there 
you had several units with you. Can you tell me the 
personnel there were on those units, to the best of 
your recollection? 

A. Two of the units were voluntary units. | 
think it was 49 x-ray or 49 William. The other one was 
46, either a 46 William, one was a William, one was a 
(inaudible). 

Q. Do you know the names of the people that were 
on that unit? 

A. No. 

Q. How about any Fire Department units? 

A. 49 Charlie was behind me. That was Brendon 
Mulroy and | think his partner was Mario, I'm not sure 


now. | think it was Mario Ramirez. 
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Q. That was the only Fire Department unit you 
had with you? 

A. That was 49 Charlie, yes. The other three 
already went over the bridge. That was 9 Victor, 5 
Adam and 9 Henry. They were already ahead of us. 

Q. Okay. Was there any important radio 
communications that you made? 

A. None other than advising Citywide where we 
were staged and what I had there and them telling me to 
respond. We responded | believe right after the second 


tower was hit. | think Citywide just pulled the pin. 


No, | don't even think it was Citywide. | think we 
were still on Queens. Queens just said respond in, 
send everything in. 

Q. Is there anything else you would like to add 
to this interview? 

A. What else do you need? 

Q. Anything else you would like to add, any 
feelings, emotions, anything? 

A. I did stay in the area. In fact | worked my 
way up because there was nobody else around, no EMS 
personnel, | worked my way up eventually to Church -- 
to Chambers and West, where they had a command post. 


Q. What kind of command post is that? 
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A. A haphazard one. Everybody was looking for 
some sort of direction to go in, but they were trying 
to regroup at the time. 

Q. Do you remember who was in charge of the 
command post there? 

A. Picka Chief. Pick a Chief. They were all 
there and everybody had something to say. | inquired 4 
or 5 times where my partner was. 

Q. Can you tell me which Chiefs were there that 
you remember seeing? 

A. J.P. Martin, Perrugia, Carassquillo. That's 
about all | can remember right now. But | was able to 
work my way back down West Street and | did find my 
partner, Lieutenant Yioras. 

Q. Do you know about what time this was that you 
got to this command post? 

A. It was well after tower one fell, which was 
the second tower. 

Q. Well after meaning an hour, two hours, three 
hours? 

A. No, | don't think it was an hour. It may 
have been maybe 40 minutes at most. | did find my 
partner. We then worked our way up West Street or down 


West Street toward the center again, where we came upon 
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a Captain, Captain McFarland. She instructed us that 
she was looking for some of our people that were there 
and she had instructed Lieutenant Yioras and | to work 
our way back up toward Church to see if anybody was 
there. We did go past -- we went up Church, we went up 
Vesey, past 7 Trade, which at the time didn't look like 
it was involved, but we found later on that it was. We 
crossed over. Then we wound up on Barclay. No, we 
wound up -- came up Vesey. 
There was a -- they started setting up a 
medical triage treatment area in a building, an office 
building, lobby of an office building there. Chief 
Wells was there. Lieutenant Race, Chief Wells 
instructed me to set up transport and staging, which | 
did on Vesey. About that time is when Lieutenant 
Yioras advised me that he started getting chest pains. 
We had it checked out. | then set up -- | 
brought a unit up, and was ready to have him 
transported along with EMT Adams, Paul Adams, who was 
also complaining of more pain. They were placed in an 
ambulance and they were dispatched to hospital 71. 
This is the part that steams me. Somewhere between 
where we sent them out from that section to hospital 


71, the ambulance was stopped by one of our 
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Lieutenants. Told both of them to step out of the 
ambulance, that it wasn't an emergency, commandeered 
the ambulance and they were later on placed in another 
ambulance and then brought to hospital 71. Okay. 

At that time, after they were gone, | worked 
my way back down with the voluntary units, | don't 
remember which ones they were, where | set up the 
voluntary units in the staging. | worked my way down 
to the corner of Church and Vesey, where | was told 
they brought a patient into the Church, which later | 
found out to be Father Judge. 

They worked on Father Judge in the church 
where he expired. We then had a unit standing by. We 
put his body in an ambulance and dispatched that 
ambulance out. We then were told by PD that the area 
was possibly in a collapse zone because of tower 7. We 
evacuated the church. As | was leaving the church 
there was a small man sitting on one of the pews. | 
ran back in the Church. | found it to be one of the 
Fathers, a priest, saying his rosary. | went in and | 
excused myself for interrupting him in the middle of 
his rosary. | advised him we were in a collapse zone 
and we had to leave, which we did. Just before we left 


the church he advised me that the sacrament was still 
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in the tabernacle. | told him that | would try to find 
somebody to remove it. | then escorted him down the 
stairs. | handed him off to another person, to another 
set of EMTs, who walked him up the street. 

Went back in the Church. | went up to the 
altar. | was looking, yelling for somebody who was 
there. No response. | quickly left the building 
because of the possibility of being in a collapse 
zone. 

| then stayed down in that corner helping to 
evacuate people that came out of any of the other 
buildings. 

Q. Do you know about what time we are talking 
now, time frame? 

A. |would say probably about 45 minutes to an 
hour before 7 dropped, because when tower 7 dropped, | 
was on Vesey and Church. 

Q. This was before tower 7 dropped? 

A. This is just before tower 7 dropped. 

Q. Tower 7 fell at approximately 5:25. 

A. Like | said, | spent the majority of my time 
with the exception of the time that | went up to 
Chambers, all my time was spent on the east side of 7, 


because that's where my first three units came in on 
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the west side. The three units | brought in were on 
the east side. | tried to make sure those people were 
accounted for. 

| got halfway up to the corner of Church and 
Vesey when tower 7 dropped, which basically the 
concussion just blew me across the street and | came up 
again besides, past Saint Pauls and it was already late 
at night and it was dark. The smoke didn't help it 
any, the dust and everything else. | was hit in the 
back of the head with something that came out of one of 
the buildings, which later | found out to be a water 
pitcher. 

They had evacuated that medical zone earlier, 
which | was involved in making sure my vehicles were 
out of there, again, just making sure that nobody was 
in the area. They told me that they were relocating to 
Pace. I had started to come up, | tried to find my 
command car, which | knew where | left. Unfortunately 
it wasn't there. | came walking back. | went as far 
as Cortlandt and all the way back down to Barclay. | 
kept saying | knew where | left my command car, that's 
when | realized somebody had stolen my command car. 

Q. Did you ever retrieve your command car? 


A. From what I understood the next day somebody 
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said that they had called here asking if that was ours, 
they found it on 14 Street and Irving Avenue. 

Q. Weare going to try to concern with anything 
that happened before noon. That's what we are trying 
to concentrate on, not the later part of the day. Is 
there anything you need to add to this on anything that 
happened before 12 noon? 

A. You know, | tell you the God's honest truth, 
Chris, once you got there | didn't even notice the 
time. Couldn't even tell time. Once the first tower 
came down, there was no such thing as a watch. My main 
function was looking for people, pulling people out and 
making sure they were safe. We never got into any 
building. The only thing | dealt with was from 
Cortlandt to Barclay, from Broadway to | guess West. 
That area was my main concentration, with the exception 
of the way | worked my way around to Chambers. 

There was -- after both towers, | was still 
looking for people, | did run into Lieutenant Davila 
and another -- I'm sorry, not Davila, Lieutenant 
Medjuck and one of our telemetry doctors, | believe, 
they were telling me | had to go to -- they had to 
report to the Battery. When they started walking north 


and | kept telling them, no, you're going the wrong 
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way. They in turn walked back. We did go down to 
-- we did walk down to Beekman Downtown. 

| went into the ER to check to see if any of 
our people were there. | came back out. They were 
gone. So! worked my way back into this area to get to 
try to reestablish something and find out who was 
there. | never again saw Captain Olszewski. I don't 
know what ever happened to her or where she went. | 
seemed to be the only one in this area. Everyone else 
| would imagine was gathered on the south, they were 
all around here. 

Q. Along the west side? 

A. Along the west side, because | think that's 
where the main body of people were advised to report 
to. 

Q. Is there anything else you feel you need to 
add to this? 

A. No, just that this was the big one everybody 
trains for. 

MR. ECCLESTON: It certainly was. | thank 
you very much for the interview. The time is 


6:41. The counter on the tape player is 375. 


